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    For the first time ever, the Waynesville JROTC Armed Drill Team received an 
invitation to the elite Blue Springs South Drill Meet Invitational and they made their 
presence known with a pair of first and second place finishes.
    Fourteen cadets (pictured above) on the Waynesville Armed Drill Team participated 
in the Blues Springs meet, going up against a competitive field of 20 teams from 
Missouri, Kansas and Nebraska.
    The Waynesville team results on March 5 included:
    – Armed Exhibition Team: 1st place e
    – Armed Regulation: 1st place
    – Armed Color Guard: 2nd place 
    – Armed Inspection Team: 2nd place
    SGM (Ret) Bill Lindsey, JROTC instructor, credits the team 
captains for preparing their teams, including:
    – Oliver Pagel, a senior and commander of the Armed 
Exhibition Team
    – Ashley Wolfe, a senior and commander of the Armed Color Guard (right above)
    – Steven Berrios, a junior and commander of the Armed Regulation and Armed 
Inspection teams
    In addition to Pagel, Wolfe and Berrios, Lindsey credits seniors Tim Hutchings and 
Niya Moon for their leadership as well.
    “The four seniors will definitely be irreplaceable members of our drill team,” 
Lindsey says. “I cannot thank these four seniors enough for their commitment, 
dedication, mentorship of junior cadets and long hours of practicing. These four seniors 
have been the heartbeat of our armed team for the last four years.”

Waynesville takes 1st in events
at elite Blue Springs drill meet

    Simple machines prove to be not 
so simple when Thayer Elementary 
students work to leverage mechanical 
advantages to help a wounded solider. 
    “If you want to get students really 
interested in simple machines, you have 
to find a way to personally connect 
them to what they are learning,” says 
Bruce Kimball, a teacher at Thayer 
Elementary. 
    Rather than using a traditional 
textbook example to teach their students 
about simple machines such as levers, 
wheels and axles, pulleys, inclined 
planes, wedges and screws, Kimball and 
Raquel DeSouza turned to Fort Leonard 
Wood, where their school is located. 
“Our community is our biggest 
resource,” Kimball says. 
    A soldier with the Fort Leonard 
Wood Wounded Transition Unit 
visited students in Kimball and Raquel 
DeSouza’s classes. He shared some of 
his limitations due to an injury sustained 
in Afghanistan. Thayer students learned 
he could no longer do things that he 
enjoyed such as carry groceries into the 
house, go rock climbing, go kayaking, 
or play the trumpet (since he couldn’t 
hold the instrument).  He also could not 
attach his snowplow onto his truck.
    Students then went to work, focusing 
on integrating the quality of life into 
simple machines that would reduce 
force and enable the soldier to continue 
to do the things he enjoyed. They 
created sample models, power point 
presentations and videos explaining 
how the machines would be used to 
improve the quality of life.

Students learn 
simple ways to 
help soldier 
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    Starting at 6 p.m. Thursday, March 
24, the Snack in a Pack program will 
host a Youth Dodge Brawl tournament 
in the Waynesville High School gym.
    Teams of 6-10 players, grades 
6th - 12th, will compete in double-
elimination dodgeball battles to win first 
place medals. (There is no school on 
Friday, March 25.) All proceeds from 
the 2016 Youth Dodge Brawl event will 
support Snack in a Pack for the 2015-
2016 school year.  
    Medals will be awarded to the Best 
Dressed Team and to the 1st place team 
from each grade bracket. Spectators 
can purchase 50/50 raffle tickets and 
a winner will be chosen during the 
halftime intermission.

    “The beautiful thing 
about students is that 
their minds are not 
limited by what they 
cannot do,” Kimball 
says. “Instead, students 
are creative and are 
able to overcome the 
biggest challenges 
in our society; this is 
what we need to teach 
21st Century learners.” 
    While working on 
the project students 
also read “Out of My 
Mind” in language 
arts, which helped 
open their eyes to see 
life as a person with 
disabilities.

Simple 
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Thayer Elementary students from Bruce Kimball and Raquel DeSouza’s classes pose with some of 
the machines they created to help improve the quality of life of a wounded soldier. 

    Their experience will be vital as the 
team makes its second trip to Army 
Drill Nationals in April to Louisville, 
Ky., where the team finished in 10th 
place and 17th places last year.
    “It is not everyday we are so 
fortunate to have the talent and 
commitment these cadets provided 
throughout their four year tenure,” 
Lindsey says.
    Lindsey also thanked the parents, 
booster club, school district and 
community for their continuous support.

At left, 
Junior 
Steven 
Berrios 
accepts the 
first place 
Armed 
Regulation 
trophy. 

At right, 
Senior 
Oliver Pagel 
accepts the 
1st place 
Armed 
Exhibition 
trophy.
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Snack in a Pack’s Youth Dodge 
Brawl to be held March 24

    Team registration is $8 per person to 
include a $3 discount voucher for the 
purchase of any Dodge Brawl t-shirt 
on the day of the tournament. Spectator 
admission is $2. Concessions will be on 
sale during the event.
    To register a team or to learn 
more, please contact the Waynesville 
AmeriCorps VISTA office at (573) 
842-2651, send an email to spack@
waynesville.k12.mo.us, or contact your 
Club TIGER Afterschool program.
    Snack in a Pack provides meals 
to more than 300 district students 
who might otherwise go hungry over 
weekends and holiday breaks.  Many 
of those served are military-affiliated 
students.



On March 5, the Waynesville High School Debate Team 
competed at the MSHSAA District Tournament hosted at 
Camdenton High School. Seniors Sean Lackey and Jacob 
Saylor placed 2nd in public forum debate, Freshman Zoie 
Francisco placed 3rd in Lincoln-Douglas debate, Junior 
Zack Sieber placed 6th in radio speaking and Sophomore 
Tyler Johnson placed 7th in original oratory.

Miranda Nelson led the Westside 
MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers) 
Group to collect items to assist with 
East Elementary students in the Snack 
in a Pack program for extra snacks over 
spring break.  Miranda coordinated 
with the Westside Baptist Preschool 
to create activities for elementary age 
students to go in each pack.  Shown in 
this photo is only a small amount of 
what they collected and gave to East’s 
SIAP program for the week before 
spring break. Thank you to all the staff 
and community members who continue 
to help support this program each year 
and a special thank you to Nelson, 
Westside MOPs, Westside Preschool 
and Westside Baptist Church for their 
special delivery for spring break.

East’s 
Snack 
in a 
Pack 
students get extra 
food, activities

June Sitton’s 3rd grade class at Thayer Elementary was 
introduced to Speedometry. It is a fun and engaging way to 
learn about concepts such as energy, force and motion
by analyzing and interpreting data.

Thayer students learn about 
energy, force and motion

Kindergarten students in Sara Salgado’s class at East Elementary have 
been learning about teeth and how different foods can affect them. To create 
an example of the impact beverages have on teeth, students used eggs to 
represent teeth and dipped them in water, chocolate milk and soda. Students 
learned that soda can leave plaque behind and stain teeth. To finish the 
lesson, the students brushed the “plaque” (soda) off of eggs (their teeth).

First graders from 
Kyleen Oxendine’s 
class came to 
read a play to 
Sara Salgado’s 
kindergarten class.  
When they were 
finished, students 
got to choose 
another story from 
Reading Street 
and share it with a 
partner.



By Paige Kelley, WHS Student

    All over the country, performers visit 
schools that request them to not only 
perform but also to make an impact on 
younger generations.
    Skyler Goff and Ashleigh Millett met 
both requests when they brought Poetry 
Alive to the Waynesville School District 
during the first week of March.
    Poetry Alive is the longest running 
touring program that involves interactive 
poetry performances with themes ranging 
from fairytales to things as deep as Edgar 
Allan Poe’s “The Bells.”
    Goff and Millett say their favorite age 
group to perform for would have to be the 
third through fifth grade levels.   
“There’s a lot more interaction,” Millett says.
    Every poem is assigned to them, yet the performers rotate the poems 
so no school hears the same poem every time. In addition, Goff writes 
his own material. “I’m a novelist,” he says. “I love telling stories.” 
    In the movie “Inside Out,” the main character has orbs referred 
to as her core memory, where things of most importance and things 
most influential reside and power five aspects of her personality – joy, 
sadness, fear, anger and disgust. 
    “You can see that forming,” Millet said, speaking of core memory. 
    The performers seek to change a child’s perspective and to see the 
children open up and to see what poetry can do. They note how one 
boy who spoke little during school but upon Poetry Alive visiting their 
school, the child spoke to them. 
    Their goal is to create these changes in students by reaching them 
through poetry. 

Poetry Alive 
assembly held on 
Tuesday, March 1 
for Love of Reading 
Day at East 
Elementary.

Photos by Jasmine Pearson and Savannah Harrold, 
two Waynesville High School students.

Poetry Alive performers impact students



In honor of Dr. Seuss and the Read Across America project, East librarians 
sponsored a week of special activities. Classrooms participated in pajama day, 
crazy sock or shoe day, green day, wear red or blue day and hat day. Throughout 
the week, students received a Dr. Seuss sticker, Dr. Seuss bookmark, pencil and a 
Dr. Seuss Book. The kitchen staff helped make this a wonderful, fun-filled week by 
dressing up, making green eggs and ham for lunch, and decorating the cafeteria 
making it look like Suessville. East had more than 100 guest readers come to 
read to the students. The district appreciates all the family members, community 
members and staff who volunteered their time to read at East. Military Partners 
in Education from the Reception Battalion and 31st Engineers were among the 
readers, as was School Board Member Lisa Schwandt.

   On Sunday, March 6, the 
Waynesville Middle School 
Advanced Choir traveled 
to Central Methodist 
University Music Fest. 
There were 12 soloists.
    Advanced Choir received 
a “1” rating, the top rating. 
    Soloist: 1 rating
       Aleace Beauregard
       Shayleen Jackson
       Archer Hedgepath
       Alexuz Pesantemercado
       Faith Johnson
       Ericka Kosier
       Shelley Nevins

    Soloist: 2 rating
       Naiyila Davis
       Tiara Durr
       Samantha Logan
       Ashley Timmons
       Thalia Steele

WMDS Advanced Choir 
earns top ratings at fest

    On Saturday, March 5, the 
Advanced Choir and 7th Grade 
Choir went to Union Middle 
School Music Festival and 
received a “1” rating, the top 
rating. There were 12 soloists 
again.
    Soloist: 1 rating
       Aleace Beauregard
       Archer Hedgepath
       Shayleen Jackson
       Alexuz Pesantemercado
       Samantha Logan
       Thalia Steele
       Faith Johnson
       Ashley Timmons
       Ericka Kosier
       Shelley Nevins

     Soloist: 2 rating
       Naiyila Davis
       Tiara Durr

On Sunday, March 6, Waynesville High School inducted 55 
new members into the National Honor Society. The officers 
are top, Nica Burch, Lindsey Kramer, Aubrie Patrick and 
Ashley Boone. Inductees included Christien Ward above. 



Lindsey Secrest, a Waynesville High School midfielder, 
signed to play college soccer with the Hannibal-LaGrange 
Lady Trojans on March 4 at WHS.  She is pictured with her 
family and coaches. 

Caleb Rodriguez, who holds multiple Waynesville High 
School soccer records, signed to play soccer with the 
Evangel Crusaders. Rodriguez holds the career record in 
goals with 81 and points (189) for WHS, as well as several 
single-season and game records. He is pictured with his 
brother Alex, parents Rod and April, and coaches Mike Gow 
and Mike Armstrong. 

In Sectionals, Blue Springs South beat Waynesville Boys 46 
to 40 on Wednesday, March 9. Joe Johnson (pictured above) 
was WHS’s top scorer. 

In Sectionals, Waynesville girls fell to Columbia Hickman 57 
to 45. The team’s lone senior will long be remembered for 
her record-setting career, ending with 2,064 points and 1,178 
rebounds. 

Artwork and 
scenes from 
the Waynesville 
R-VI District Art 
Show, which 
was held on 
Sunday, March 
6.


